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SOME OF DM DESCENDANTS OF JOHK FOsSTER FORSES OF

ROSSEEMAY CASTLE, BANFFSUIRE.

JUHN FPORBES retired to Badyfshire after service in the

Indian Aray Hutiny.'

His wife, MAZY WARDSELL (HUGENOUT). In India in her early twenties

founded the Zenara Yission to emanicipate Indian women and did other
good w&rké of a similar nature. In the meantime she was starting a
family of eleven children. She went on to become an excellent
amateur pianist and moved a lot in musical circles e.z. Frank Tridge
and others.

She was a very devout Protestant and when she was older made a point
of annually going to the Holy Land. She also kept in touch with
African and isian Churchumen. There were some whose eyebrows were
lifted when she had the Churchuen to lunch at the Lyceum Club in the
twenties and thirties. ghe helped to found the Womens' I[nstitute
hoth in Ongland and Scotland.

0f her Tumily the eldest son was IAN POR3ES really only famous for

doing nothing except marrying HELSN CRAVEN,

His two main offspring, EIOTARTL and GADAGE were brought up more or

less by their Mother in a civilised way. They were all Catholics,

their Mother being born a Catholic and their Father having changed
Tictoria never married and mixed more with her Hother's

religion. . -

friends. I think there was a shady married lover somewhere of good

W
birth. She uroduced a c¢hild fairly late by an suthor called Storrier

Clustona It was ot this point that her brother Ceorge came o the

rescue and helped the child eventually te get into impleforth.



T will not say much about George because the Ampleforth Magazine
article does it better than I eould.
George srew up, as many of us know, as & man of considerable stature

in various ways.

Of the next three children, the two girls became nuns and the third

zirl distinguished herself as an excellent doctor.

The youngest one, CHARLIE, who was horn very late to Lady Helen,
becamne a monk after a silly childhood. If it hadn*'t heen for George
he would have come to a very sticky ending with the Police in Picecadilly

Station lavatory. George had the matter hushed up.

Just a word about what my Father used teo call the wicked Uncles i.e.

the sons of John Poster Forhes.

Uncle HUHPH enjoyed dipping me in rough seas shouting "Cowardy, cowardy,

custard”. I was pulled out after I had swallowed gullons of sea water,
Uncle BILL I loved. Very good-looking but a bit of a rake and

Known as *kissing 8illy’'. During the war he returned to the Navy

zad used to drink until he passed out in the local hotel in iberdeen
and ny fother, who was a very stable nerson and married te the Lord
Lieutenant (second time arcund), used to receive a telephone call

to come and pick up unconscious kissing 8illy off the bar floor.

another Uncle, too dull to mention ~ and then we come to the odd

ones (who my Mothar called ‘late babiest').

Unele JOGK  was very strange but could be wickedly amusing. Like
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the other incles unentioned, he did no job except as Haster in
some Preparatory ichools but he ran into “that" trouble. In
spite of those tendencies of which T hinted, he suddenly pgot
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married at the age of 59 to a woman of 70. After some timer*™

she went to her Mother-in-law snd said Uncle Jock had never
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made love to her and what could she do about itl! e drank

a lot anddid all sorts of things he shouldn't have done.
Suddenly he reformed in middle age (whgther his sparated wife
kevt up his allowance I don't know ) but he helped to found a
religious group called "The Urder of the Jross". No more drink

and he became an Evangalist.

ncle GORDON, the younpgest, committed suicide in India as he

zot into debt with money lenders.
Unele (ONNIE was nice but vague. My grendmother said he got

shot in the head in the First World War but the general opinion

was he was born that way. He did marry ROSITA FURBES for a

short time and figures rather unfavourably in her autobiography.

Hy Urandmotherts life was ruined in one way although she had this
wonderful even temperament. Her sons waould visit her at Rossiemay
Castle to extort money from her. It makes the Innes' seem very

staild by corparison though there is a load of talent in the Tanily.



